
My dear Parishioners, 

 The next two bulletin letters will be the new policy that Bishop Deshotel has implemented 

regarding Mass in funeral homes. Please read carefully. 

“Dear Brothers in Ministry: 

“Burying the deceased is a Corporal Work o Mercy and has been part of the Church’s pastoral work from 
the very beginning (Catechism, no. 2447). Death has been vanquished by Jesus Christ’s resurrection and 
His promise that all who follow Him will share in a like resurrection to new and everlasting life (Romans 
6:5). The Church’s funeral rites emphasize this essential truth of Christianity in the three stations of the 
funeral rite: the vigil, the funeral mass, and the graveside service. 
 ‘The Christian funeral is a liturgical celebration of the Church. The ministry of the Church 
 in this instance aims at expressing efficacious communion with the deceased, at the 
 participation in that communion of the community gathered for the funeral, and at the 
 proclamation of eternal life to the community. (Catechism, no 1684)’ 
“The funeral of a love one presents us as pastors of souls with a wonderful opportunity to catechize 
those who attend the funeral and to assure the family of the deceased of the entire church’s solicitude 
and support in their time of need. In an emotional time like a funeral, extra pastoral sensitivity is 
required of us. Many times family members or friends of the deceased have not been practicing their 
faith, may be of other faiths or have no faith at all. The opportunity for pastoral outreach and 
evangelization is full of possibilities simply because in the face of death and grief human beings are 
drawn into the true perspective of faith in the risen Christ (Catechism, no. 1687). 
“Unfortunately, the medicalization, privatization, an secularization of death and dying are becoming 
more and more the norm. Inherent in these ‘efficiencies’ is the escapist desire to make death invisible 
and convenient, ‘getting over it as quickly as possible.’ I suggest to you that what is at stake is the 
avoidance of the mystery of death and the loss of the spiritual and emotional benefits experienced 
when ritual and grief are authentically integrated. Some parents do not even bring their children to 
wakes, thereby depriving the little ones of the opportunity to consider the bigger picture of life, death 
and eternity. Fortunately, the Church has been praying and reflecting on these mysteries since the 
salvific events of Holy Week, culminating in the proclamation of the Lord’s resurrection. 
“It is for this reason that I ask you to be very attentive to celebrating the Funeral Rites of the Church as 
the Church intends. These rites have been carefully prepared and faithfully handed on. For example, the 
Vigil and/or Rosary before the funeral Mass can be a time of prayer, reflection and consolation. If a 
family requests time for a eulogy, it is also an appropriate time for that. 
“ ‘A funeral for any deceased member of the faithful must generally be celebrated in his or her parish 
church.’ (Canon 1177, 1) Therefore, the funeral Mass should always be celebrated in the parish church 
of the deceased. The Church building and the altar are symbols of Christ and our communion with and 
in Him. These eschatological symbols emphasize that it is through the Church, the body of Christ, that 
we are reborn in Baptism, nourished with the Bread of Life in the Eucharist, forgiven of sin in Penance, 
and finally ushered to eternal life by the family of the Church. Only on a rare occasion and for a serious 
reason should a funeral Mass be conducted in a funeral home. Such a case would be of an aged 
spouse of the deceased or the grave inconvenience of transporting a physically handicapped relative. 
Again, I expect that this should be the exception, not the norm.” 

…to be continued. 


